the current issue. The selected papers, starting with a review in phase-field modeling of polycrystalline solidification, principally appear in order consistently with the conference topics, i.e., thermodynamics, kinetics, microstructure, and applications in design/control. We are very grateful to all the conference participants (particularly the keynote speakers) for their excellent contributions, Ms. Dora Moscatello and Prof. David E. Laughlin for their kind approval of the symposium publication, and all the referees for reviewing the papers.
